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liberal ideals. On the contrary, its preoccupation with an ex-
clusively mechanical conception of scientific planning will make
it easier for the fake biological doctrines of Fascism to canalize
discontents which are more deep-seated than many of us realize
and more widespread than poverty alone. If we neglect the
significance of this, Socialism may make way for the circus man
with a short moustache and the long whip.

Neither of these^results need occur if Socialists are prepared to
undertake a more radical critique of the social values which
capitalism has imposed on us. The liberal ideology which has
replaced the penetrating insight of the pioneers of English
Socialism was adapted to the characteristics of capitalist develop-
ment in an age when the chief source of power was coal, the
sole instrument of chemical manufacture was heat, the basic
constituents of metallurgical operations were iron and copper,
the only method of quick transit was the train, and the principal
capital asset of agriculture was the land itself. We are now on
the threshold of an age of hydroelectric power, of electrolytic
chemical processes, of light metals which exist in abundance
everywhere. Cellulose is beginning to displace coal as a source of
synthetic operations. Fertilizers and applied genetics have made
land the least important part of capital equipment in food pro-
duction. Civil aviation, the light car, television, and broadcasting
provide an escape from the disadvantages of cultural isolation con-
tingent on small community life. Urban congestion is unneces-
sary. A much higher potential of self-sufficiency exists, and the
advent of a light metal economy could remove one of the prin-
cipal sources of national rivalries. In these circumstances the Labour
Party can think of nothing better than perpetuating the efiete
technology of coal by nationalizing the mines, tinkering with
London's transport facilities, putting up tenements for two-child
families, and bleating about the nationalization of the land
without advancing a single constructive proposal for collectivizing
the nation's food supply on a scientific basis.

It is not far from the truth to say that the much-despised
aesthetidsm of the Utopians is being vindicated by events. In his